
Name: ____________________________ 

Cold War & Civil Rights Study Guide  
(Chapter 18-22) 

Cold War 

Use the word bank to fill in the blanks. What were the three main factors that contributed to 

the Cold War?  

Democratic Capitalist Dictatorial 

Communist Imperialism Containment 

Communism Isolationism Domination 

 

• The U.S. was ______________________ and ______________________; the U.S.S.R 

was ______________________ and ______________________. 

• The Soviet Union’s ______________________ over Eastern European countries. 

• American policy of ______________________ to stop the spread of 

______________________.  

 What is NATO? 

N____________________________ 

A____________________________ 

T____________________________ 

O____________________________ 

NATO is an alliance of 30 nations to protect each other against __________________________. 

Cross out nations that were not originally a part of the 12 countries that joined the NATO 

alliance. 

Belgium Canada Germany Denmark 

France Soviet Union Iceland Italy 

China Luxembourg The Netherlands United States 

Norway Japan Portugal United Kingdom 



Name: ____________________________ 

Multiple Choice 

What was the purpose of the Berlin Wall? 

a. To separate communist controlled East Germany from capitalist West Germany. 

b. To separate communist controlled West Germany from capitalist East Germany. 

c. To unite communist controlled East Germany with capitalist West Germany 

d. To unite communist controlled West Germany with capitalist East Germany 

Define Arms Race: 

a. A competition between the US and Asia to produce the most weapons, grow the 

military, and acquire superior military technology 

b. A competition between the US and Europe to produce the most weapons, grow the 

military, and acquire superior military technology 

c. A competition between the US and Cuba to produce the most weapons, grow the 

military, and acquire superior military technology 

d. A competition between the US and the Soviet Union to produce of weapons, grow the 

military, and acquire superior military technology.  

What was the Iron Curtain? 

a. An imaginary dividing line between East and West Berlin 

b. An imaginary dividing line separating democracy and communism in Germany 

c. An imaginary dividing line between East and West Europe 

d. An imaginary dividing line separating democracy and communism in Europe 

What was the main difference between Capitalism and Communism? 

a. Capitalism allowed people to own their own businesses for profit, while Communism 

had the government control the production of goods 

b. Capitalism and Communism both allowed people to profit from private businesses 

c. Capitalism and Communism both only allowed governments to make profit from 

businesses 

d. Capitalism allowed only the government to own businesses for profit, while 

Communism let everyone make their own choices 

How did the Korean War start? And what were the results? Sequence the events from 1-4. 

 North Korea (Communist) invaded South Korea. 

 There is still tension between North and South Korea today. 

 The war did not officially end but fighting stopped with a cease-fire. 

 President Truman sent troops to South Korea to block the spread of Communism. 



Name: ____________________________ 

Plot the following events in order on the timeline below: 

A. President Truman sends troops to South Korea (Korean War) 

B. President Johnson sends troops to support South Vietnam (Vietnam War)  

C. NATO forms 

D. Cuban Missile Crisis  

E. Berlin Airlift begins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the Berlin Airlift? Fill in the blank. 

U.S. and allied airplanes delivered __________________ to __________ Berlin everyday 

for ___________ days. Approximately ___________________ flights were made. In June 

_________, the ___________ ______________ gave up and lifted the blockade. 

Who was Joseph McCarthy and why was the term McCarthyism used? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How did the Vietnam War start? And what were the results? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

1948 1950 1949 1962 1965 

     



Name: ____________________________ 

America was divided in support for the Vietnam War. Some Americans supported the war while 

others opposed it.  

Determine if the reasons listed below are True or False (T/F). 

 
Americans opposed the war because the war was publicized through newspaper, 

magazine, and television. 

 

 
Americans supported containment (stopping the spread of Communism). 

 

 
American opposed their troops being killed. 

 
Americans supported the war due to a belief in the Domino Theory (one country 

falling to Communism would lead to more). 

 
Americans opposed the war because they saw the amount of suffering it caused for 

the Vietnamese people. 

 
Americans supported the war because protests against the war would decrease 

support for troops in Vietnam. 

 

Civil Rights 

Define the following 

1. Civil Rights Act 

The act passed in _________  and prohibited discrimination based on ____________, 

________ , or _____________ in places like restaurants, hotels, motels, and theaters. 

The law enforced desegregation and stated no federal money will go to segregated 

____________________. 

2. Voting Rights Act 

The act passed in __________ to ban the literacy tests that were being administered in 

order to keep _______________ ____________________ from __________________. 

Matching 

15th Amendment  Ratified in 1964 states the government could not pay 
a poll tax a condition for voting in federal elections. 

24th Amendment  Ratified in 1920 states a citizen could not be denied 
the right to vote on account of gender. 

19th Amendment  Ratified in 1870 states a citizen could not be kept 
from voting based on race, color, or previous slave. 

 



Name: ____________________________ 

More Matching 

Match the famous accomplishment to the famous figure and picture 

Accomplishment  Picture  Name 
     
Gave the “I Have a 
Dream” speech at The 
March on Washington 
in 1963, the March and 
speech sent a clear 
message to Congress to 
vote ‘yes’ on civil rights 
legislations. 

 

 

 

Rosa Parks 

     

Represented the Brown 
family in “Brown vs. 
Board of Education” to 
pave the way to 
integration with the 
American school system 

 

 

 

Cesar Chavez 

     
Protested the bad 
working conditions of 
Mexican Americans 
working in farms. He 
created the United 
Farm Workers 
Association and helped 
get better pay and 
conditions for farm 
workers in several 
states 

 

 

 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

     

Got arrested in 1955 for 
refusing to give up her 
seat in the black section 
to a white man which 
led to the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, led by 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

 

 

Thurgood 
Marshall 



Name: ____________________________ 

What were the effects on the country after Martin Luther King Jr. Assassination? Use the details 

below to write a CER response. 

• Martin Luther King Jr. was beloved around the world 

• Riots broke out across the country after his murder 

• Racial tensions exploded.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


